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Re Hem 1EI 

• In contrast- with Rule 6.2(a) PUT claim 1 relies entirely on retersnoas.to. 
the drawings., As the claim has no technical features, the scope of the 
claim Is not defined and for this reason this claim is not allowed. 

- Be Item V - - - — - - ™- 

Document D1 : US 3 222 2m which is considered the most relevant 
state of the art discloses a liquid seal means comprising of : 
a bent tubs pr efe r a b l y dt U shape with uneven arm length, and a liquid 
holder, one arm: of the U tube being connected to the plant and the 
' '•- other arm. coS 

np^ratng. at *b* '^^.pgdto^-aboye^g level -of Ihe liquid. : ,„ . 



The fyrtherfee'tMres of claim I ere new and tie ctaim meets therefore 




4 B ^he-hydroe^i^on^lants^& 

collected from the entire area of the plant and burned. As this ges is 
very rich in hydrocarbon content, it is desirable thai as much as 
passible of it to be recovered. However, while the gas at a relatively 
few pressure can be safely recovered, there is always a risk, of the 
unexpected increase in pressure making the recovery process difficult 
and unsafe. 

By the means of a non return valve placed in a conduit communicating 
between the lower portions of the liquid holder and the U-tube t the 
pressure in the pipe collector is continuously compared to the 
hydrostatic pressure of the column of liquid cdntilned in the UHMbft. 
When a higher pressure in the pip© collector occurs, the movement: of 
the liquid from the U-tube in the liquid holder creates a f ree access way 
between the collector pipe and flare pipe, and consequently the 
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pressure In the pipe collector is maintained in sale range. 
As the additional features of claim 1 solve the posed problem and 
these features are not suggested in any of the documents cited in the 
search report, jt is considered that claim 1 satisfies the criterion set 
forth in Art. 33(3) PCT. 

Be ieW vii 

The following: formal matters are pointed out: 

The Independent claims are not in She twoipart form in accordance 

with Rule 6.3(b) PCT. 

No poor-art is identified in dtecfosura as required by Rule 5.1 (d)(1). 
The features of the claims are hot ^^cwktoid. _ fje^iaineHw^ signs placed 
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